SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPHS...

POSTMARK

3rd April - Austria & Anschluss (Part 2) Tony Hickey.

21st April - SOCIETY WORKSHOP CREATING A PHILATELIC EXHIBIT.

Number 138

SUMMER 2018

A rare clear cancellation used in the Post Office at the Netley Military
Hospital.
(Steve Gerrard Collection.)
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT:
1. St Joseph’s Church Hall, Bugle Street, Southampton, SO14 2AH:
evening meetings on the first and third Tuesday, 7.00 for 7.15pm.
2. Hanover Housing Association Community Room, on the corner
of Winchester Road and Hillside Close, Chandler’s Ford, SO53
2GL: afternoon meetings on the second Thursday, 1.45 for 2.00pm.

10 TIMES THIS TIME?
In Postmark 137 page 7 I illustrated a letter that took 9 attempts to be
delivered. Well, the below postcard took 10 attempts…. The postcard was
sent from Cape Town, South Africa on the 18th August 1906. With one
unreadable cancel, 8th September 8.45am, 11.30am & 2.30pm, 9th
September 10pm, 10th September 9.15am & 2.45pm and 11th September
9.15am, 2.30pm & 10pm. So can we safely assume that it arrived at 10pm
on the 11th as it is not marked gone away or any other instruction marks?

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
JUNE:
20th - Auction.
JULY:
4th - Lady Boyle’s Scrapbook - Mike Hill (Guest)
7th - Panda Fairs - Bournemouth Pelhams Park, Millhams Road,
Kinson. BH10 7LH
12th - Afternoon Meeting - Chandlers Ford.
17th - Society Competitions & Letter ‘R’.
28th - Panda Fairs - Petersfield Community Centre off Love Lane,
GU31 4BW.
AUGUST:
4th - Panda Fairs - Wimbourne Allendale Centre, Hanhams Road, BH21
1AS.
7th - Two famous women & me - Jeremy Gaskell (Guest)
9th - Afternoon Meeting - Chandlers Ford.
21st - No Meeting.
25th - Panda Fairs - Southampton Methodist Hall, St James Road,
Shirley, SO15 5HE.
SEPTEMBER:
4th - Malta to 1965 - Colin Searle (Guest).

Image from John Dorrington’s Southampton collection, part of which
was donated to the Society following the auction of his collection in January
at the Society.
I have now gone through the items that were left over from the auction
and I am happy to say that there are 64 new items added to the Society
Postal History Collection. Many thanks John Dorrington.
Steve Gerrard (Curator)….
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This cover was sent from New York and is cancelled 2pm on the 2nd
July 1935 to an address in Freemantle. The June supplement to the
USPO Guide gives the scheduled flights from New York to
Frankfort-am-Main, Germany: 3rd July is specified. The rate was 43c
per half ounce for despatch from New York by airship and onward
transmission by air in Europe. This matches the rate on the cover and
the date of July 2nd 1936 is in time to catch the scheduled flight. The
cover would subsequently have been flown from Germany to GB. There
is no receiving mark on the reverse when received in Southampton
only the Furness Bermuda Line logo.
The Furness Bermuda Line was a British shipping line that
operated during the 20th century. Affiliated with the Furness Withy
conglomerate, it ran cruises from New York City primarily to the British
territory of Bermuda.
Furness Bermuda began operations in 1919 with a single ship, Fort
Hamilton. During the 1920s, two further ships, Fort Victoria and Fort
St. George's entered service as Furness Withy invested in
tourist-oriented development such as hotels on Bermuda. In the late
1920s and early 1930s, spurred by growth in tourism to the island,
Furness Bermuda invested in two larger replacement ships to serve the
island, MV Bermuda and SS Monarch of Bermuda. Two years after
entering service in 1929, Bermuda was destroyed by fire and SS Queen
of Bermuda replaced her in 1933. After a hiatus during World War II
when both vessels served the Allies as troop ships, Queen of Bermuda
resumed cruise service, while Monarch of Bermuda, which caught fire
during refitting, was replaced in 1951 by SS Ocean Monarch. Both
ships operated until late 1966, when Furness Bermuda shut down.
Thanks for Paul Arnold for donating the cover to the Society Postal
History Collection and Julian Jones for the information supplied
regarding the flight of the Hindenburg on the 2nd/3rd July 1935.
Steve Gerrard (Editor)…
I recently spoke to my 30 year old son regarding my Will and I
excitedly said ’You have got my stamp and postcard collections in my
Will’… Dad, sorry but I don’t want them. What will I do with them?
They don’t interest me and if I had the time in the future to sell them, I
would probably be ripped off by stamp & postcard dealers as I have no
idea as to values. My grandchildren do not collect stamps and have no
interest. It is a sign of the times and it is time to sell off 90% of my
collection. Sad.
Steve Gerrard (Editor)...
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE
SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY...
President: Julian Jones.
Chairman: Mel Bradshaw (80785785)
Secretary: Vacant Position as of 2018 AGM.
Packet Manager: Jack Hindson (80266431)
Treasurer: Mike Watts (02380 454131)
PRO: Vacant Position as of 2018 AGM.
Auctioneer: Mel Bradshaw (80785785)
Membership: Mike Vokes (80262551)
Competitions: Kevin Chard (01489 574834)
Programme Secretary : Kevin Chard (01489 574834)
Postmark Editor: Steve Gerrard (80433820)
(Email : stevesstamps@hotmail.co.uk)
Websites: Southampton & District P S – www.southamptondps.org.uk/
Hampshire Philatelic Federation –
www.hantsfederation.org.uk

Editorial Apology…
I am sorry that the editor has made somewhat of a glaring error in issue
137 on the front page. Instead of Spring 2018 I put ‘Autumn’ 2018. I am
sorry that I have made such a glaring error and so if you want my head on a
plate or for me to die on my sword then that is okay. I will have written my
AGM statement for the past 12 months and I am more than happy to
continue as the Editor so hopefully nothing will change unless someone else
puts their name forward to take over the role at the AGM, but I doubt this
very much. We are getting an older Society with many roles and
membership dropping. So lets hope the Society can survive.
Steve Gerrard (Editor)…
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AUCTION NEWS JUNE 2018

HINDENBURG OR JUST WISHFULL THINKING?

This is an updated report, based on the one presented at the society’s
AGM.
AGM AUCTION REPORT 2017
The society conducted 4 successful auctions during 2017 and a
summary of the outcomes is shown below.
MONTH

LOTS

LOTS SOLD % SOLD TOTAL SALES

January
March
June
October

465
442
466
997

254
230
212
462

54.6
52.0
45.5
46.3

£3,207.90
£3,365.00
£3,104.40
£8,488.50

TOTAL

2370

1158

48.9

£18,165.80

The number of lots offered in 2017 was higher than in 2016, but the
proportion of lots sold dropped. The actual number of lots sold was
similar to the 2016 figure. As usual, some lots were sold on their
second, or even third, offering. The proportion of lots submitted and
eventually sold remains between 55 and 60%. The trend of receiving
many QEII GB First Day Covers continues and these are increasingly
difficult to sell. The amount of unmounted mint decimal GB offered,
whether loose or in Presentation Packs, has increased, most of this sells,
but usually at considerably below face value. 1948 Silver Wedding sets
from Commonwealth Countries continue to sell well. Collections of GB
and single Commonwealth countries sell quite well, but the prices
realised are considerably below what might be expected on the basis of
catalogue values. This is, in part, due to purchasers only requiring
particular items and then needing to dispose of the balance. Collections
with lots of duplication also realise less than might be expected. As
might be expected, certain countries sell better than others, with
Canada, Australia and South Africa in particular being quite difficult to
move. Mixed Commonwealth collections of all eras sell well, with
many postal bidders taking a gamble on the basis of catalogue
descriptions and previous purchases. Stamps from foreign countries do
not sell as well as those from GB or Commonwealth. Successful sale of

This cover was sent from New York and is cancelled 2pm on the 2nd July
1935 to an address in Freemantle. The June supplement to the USPO Guide
gives the scheduled flights from New York to Frankfort-am-Main, Germany:
3rd July is specified. The rate was 43c per half ounce for despatch from New
York by airship and onward transmission by air in Europe. This matches the
rate on the cover and the date of July 2nd 1936
is in time to catch the scheduled flight. The
cover would subsequently have been flown
from Germany to GB. There is no receiving
mark on the reverse when received in
Southampton only the Furness Bermuda Line
logo.
The Furness Bermuda Line was a British
shipping line that operated during the 20th
century. Affiliated with the Furness Withy
conglomerate, it ran cruises from New York
City primarily to the British territory of Bermuda.
Furness Bermuda began operations in 1919 with a single ship, Fort
Hamilton. During the 1920s, two further ships, Fort Victoria and Fort St.
George's.
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entry and the rules involved.
Hosted by myself, the expertise was provided by Julian Jones and
Brian Hague, both seasoned campaigners, although much of the value
of the event came from the enthusiastic discussion and ideas generated
with everyone who attended taking part. Plus, of course, an excuse to
spend an enjoyable Saturday morning with like-minded individuals and
the hobby we all love.
In no particular order, other attendees were Steve Gerrard, Patrick
Goethals, Brian Pantaleev, Jim Rankin, Patrick Austin, Roger Harris,
Peter Parr, Peter Lodwick, Mike Watts and new member Jack
Preuveneers.
Workshop slides and supporting information are now available on the
website or from the Library.
Can anyone interested in attending this event in the future please let
me know. There are no current plans to run a second workshop but we
are more than happy to do so if there is sufficient interest shown.
Kevin Chard (Vice Chairman)...
WONDERFUL COLLECTION OF CAYMAN ISLANDS...
(Continued from page 13)...
The display continued up to the present
reign, including proofs and varieties, and
fine examples of usage, with postage due
markings, airmails and censorship, plus
examples of the extremely rare ‘East End
Grand Cayman’ rural post marking.
Giving the vote of thanks, Simon Richards
FRPSL paid tribute to the fact that James
and other specialists work together to share
the results of their research.
Those wishing to visit The Royal
Philatelic Society London at 41 Devonshire
Place, London W1G 6JY, or be a guest at
one of its meetings, are asked to contact the
Administrative Office (020 7486 1044).
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foreign material often depends on an individual collector looking for the
item offered, rarely is there competition for these items.
The total hammer price of over £18,000 was excellent, although, as was
to be expected, well below the 2016 record of £23,000. The number of
postal bidders has continues to be healthy, but as many on the circulation
list have not bid recently, the postal catalogue circulation will decrease to
save the Society’s postage bill. Bob Betts again kindly allowed us to
advertise our Grand October auction at his preceding auction. Pear Tree
Church Hall was again a very successful venue for this auction, and this has
been booked again for this year. The high hammer price at the October
auction was also helped by the auction being held one week after
HAMPEX, this pattern will also occur this year.
SILENT AUCTION...
The only silent auction was held in 2017 on February 21st and it showed
an improvement over two of the previous three. Total sales exceeded £100
and 30 of the 91 lots sold. One Silent Auction will be held in 2018, on
November 20th.
The society would like to thank all vendors and purchasers for their
continuing support.
AUCTION PLANS 2018….
CATALOGUE AUCTIONS….
The society will again hold 4 auctions in 2018. Each catalogue will be
distributed prior to the auction to encourage postal bidding.
AUCTION DATE:

LOTS DETAILS BY:

LOTS TO BE RECEIVED BY:

Tuesday, January 16th
Auction held
th
Tuesday, March 20
Auction held
Tuesday, June 19th
Tuesday, May 1st
Tuesday, June 5th
Saturday, October 6th
Thursday, August 9th
Tuesday, September 18th
th
Tuesday, November 20
Silent Auction, bring items to the meeting with
list and reserve clearly marked on each lot.
The January auction featured much of John Dorrington’s Southampton
Postal History collection. Over 60% of the lots offered were sold either on
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the day, or through late purchases and sales at the February bourse. John
has kindly donated the unsold items to the Society’s collection.
Dates for 'details by' are last dates possible to ensure catalogue
printing to coincide with Postmark distribution. For 'lots to be received
by', the dates given are the last appropriate Tuesday evening meeting.
Please note that, owing to examination board meeting dates, I may not
be at the meeting on Tuesday, June 5th, if items listed for the auction
have not been delivered by that date, I will arrange for the upstairs room
to be opened so that lots can be left on the table.

THE NEED FOR A NEW AUCTION MANAGER
AND AUCTIONEER….
Last year I indicated my desire to step down from the role of auction
manager/auctioneer. I have been auction manager for since 2009 and it
is now time for me to pass on the baton. Auctions are a vital source of
funds for the society, but more importantly they are pleasant occasions
for members to share. It is vital that the auctions continue, but I will not
continue beyond the 2019 AGM. If anyone is interested in taking on
this fascinating and rewarding role, please contact me. I will, of course,
support my successor in whatever way I can.
AUCTION NEWS MAY 2017…
The March 2017 auction result was again excellent. Total sales were
£3869 (including late sales from the January auction of John
Dorrington’s Southampton Postal History Collection. maintaining the
recent March figures, and over 50% of lots were sold, this included, to
my relief, much of the bulky material!! The catalogue for the year’s
third auction on Tuesday, June 19th is enclosed. An interesting catalogue
with about 400 lots for sale once again.
Plans are well underway for the Grand Auction on October 6th using
the Peartree Church Village Hall again, a very successful recent venue.
The auction again follows both HAMPEX and Bob Bett’s auction, so
we can anticipate a good catalogue circulation. We already have some
interesting material listed, but we are looking for further items,
normally with a minimum estimate of £5.00, for inclusion in the
catalogue.
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level mean that it is now possible to try out an exhibit at Federation level in
all categories before entering a National competition with it.
The magazine article included a question and answer section in which
Brian discussed his exhibit. The article was illustrated by a series of Brian’s
postcards of the Faroe Island’s Klipfisk industry which thrived in the first
half of the last century.
Brian has been to the Faroe Islands on several occasions to research and
see the origins of this fascinating subject.
Brian’s main philatelic interest is postal history and as far as competitive
philately is concerned he would normally submit a Postal History or Open
Class entry.
On Tuesday 10 April John
Berridge presented ‘The Story of
Bulawayo’ to members of the
Ringwood Philatelic Society at the
invitation of their President Colin
Mount.
This was a Social Philatelic Power
Point display using postage stamps,
post
cards,
philatelic
covers,
Cinderellas and memorabilia to tell
the history of Bulawayo in Zimbabwe,
from the earliest records (cave
paintings) to the removal of Robert
Mugabe.
Transport (ox wagons, the railways and aviation), postal history, the
development of the city, political changes, inflation and the collapse of the
economy were all covered.
Four frames of material were also displayed and 15 members and visitors
were present.

SOCIETY WORKSHOP - CREATING A
PHILATELIC EXHIBIT.
Following the success of the inaugural Members Competition on the 20 th
February (won by Len Yandell) another first for the Society was running a
workshop on Saturday 21st April for those seeking some guidance on
creating a philatelic exhibit. For those wanting to take this one step further,
the workshop also discussed what is involved in creating a competition
15

(Continued from page 12)...
Liz, a Paediatric Nursing Sister, in Southampton, married to Ken with
four children.
Steve working in IT and Systems, married to Mel and living in
Melbourne.
As a result Ruth and Paul have plenty of opportunity to return to
South Africa on holidays and extend their trips to Australia.
Paul’s lives a very full and active family life and with a growing
commitment to the responsibilities of his local church ministries he is
reluctantly stepping down from his position as Secretary of the Society.
We are grateful to him for giving so much of his time and energy to the
Southampton Philatelic Society over the past few years and look
forward to seeing him at as many meetings as he can manage in the
futur
John Berridge...

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS...
Geoff Eibl-Kaye and Julian Jones featured in a recent issue of The
London Philatelist.
In 2005 Geoff offered to make a digital version of The London
Philatelist since its inception in 1892. This was a huge undertaking with
32,000 pages involved and when completed was described as ‘a
milestone in the history of philatelic literature’.
Every year since the first edition Geoff has produced an annual
update allowing users to have a cumulative complete version of the
journal.
During the 13 years Geoff was undertaking this work he intended
to retire when he reached 80, which he did last September.
The role of editor of The LP, Archival Edition has now passed to
Julian Jones, a very active member of this Society.
Brian Hague featured in the March issue of Stamp and Coin Mart.
The article examined his postcards exhibit ‘Klipfisk’(salted and dried
cod) which had won a Gold medal at Stampex in 2010, the first time
postcards were accepted in the national exhibition.
The four page article resulted from Brian’s entry on behalf of the
Hampshire Federation in the InterFederation competitions at Autumn
Stampex last year, where it won Gold again. This was a ‘dusted off’
Klipfisk postcard exhibit he had entered the previous year at Hampex.
Close alignment of the Hampex competition rules with those at National
14

Send your lot details to my email address melbradshaw44@gmail.com or by
post to 185 Wilton Road, Upper Shirley, Southampton, SO15 5HY.
The society would like to thank all vendors and purchasers for their
continuing support.
Vendors' lists can be given to me at society meetings or sent by post to:
Mel Bradshaw
185 Wilton Road
Upper Shirley
Southampton
Hampshire
SO15 5HY
Please note my new email address: melbradshaw44@gmail.com
Mel Bradshaw (Auction Manager)...

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES...

For those of you who were unable to attend our recent AGM, I attach my
report.
Our 85th celebration year was a great success, owing to the contribution of
so many members - too numerous to name individually. My thanks, and
those of the committee, to all who contributed in some way. The Society
continues to benefit from the help given by many individuals, including
those who are not committee members. There are many unsung heroes, who
willingly take on roles to support the work of the Society and its members.
As ever, I thank in particular, Brian Pantaleev who arrives early to assist in
setting out the hall and, of course, helps carry auction material into the hall
or waiting transport. Many others also assist in these tasks when they are fit
enough and once they arrive - your assistance is much appreciated. Pauline
Gittoes and Lorraine Simms regularly sell raffle tickets, a process that helps
to bring in important income in a fun way. The pairs of individuals who
serve tea and coffee deserve our grateful thanks; they slide out of meetings
just before the break to ensure that drinks are ready for the rush, even when
the kitchen is cold and uninviting! Thanks also to Paul Arnold who
continues to be an enthusiastic and dedicated secretary, and Julian who
stepped in during Paul’s absence to ensure meeting minutes were taken. Jim
Rankin organised an enjoyable Sunday lunch at Wellow Golf Club. Debbie
Hindson was again busy organising the catering for our Tuesday social
7

evenings and a successful social afternoon at Chandler’s Ford.
2017 was a busy year, with many special events and activities. Your
committee members have worked exceedingly hard over the year to
ensure everything has run smoothly, and I would like to thank all
committee members for their support and hard work. The number of
active members, willing to take on some of the Society’s key roles,
continues to diminish. As a result, many take on more than one role and
it is only by this dedication that the Society continues to be successful
in serving its members effectively. Steve Gerrard continues to combine
the roles of Curator of the Society’s Collection and Editor of Postmark.
My thanks also go to Kevin for his support as Vice Chairman, ably
taking over the role of Chairman when necessary, and continuing in the
role of Programme Secretary, which now includes Competitions
secretary. The efforts of Mike Vokes in helping to maintain our
membership records and communicating with new members are much
appreciated. I would also like to mention the work put in by Eddie
Mays, our PRO, who contributed much throughout the year, including
giving great assistance to the production of our special edition of
Postmark to celebrate our 85 years. This work included getting a
number of advertisers to support the venture.
It is probable that a number of individuals will step down from the
committee and be replaced at this AGM. Paul Arnold and Eddie Mays
have both indicated that they will not be offering themselves for
re-election. Their support of the Society’s activities has been invaluable.
Each year I emphasise that the committee requires renewal and new
ideas. Recently we have benefitted from new members, who bring with
them different approaches. This process of evolution needs to continue
with the support of more active members.
The 2017 programme was varied and fascinating, with many
meetings having an 85 link or continuing from previous displays. John
Dorrington and Mike Batty set the year off with a history of the Society
and the 85 mark used at Bishop’s Waltham. Subsequent topics included
Latvia (Wendy Buckle), Australia and New Zealand airmails (Colin
Tabeart), Finland at War (Michael Elliott), Pages from Peace (Grace
Davies), 1936 Olympics (Tony Bosworth), German Catapult Mail
(Eddie Spicer), Southampton as Centre of the World (Malcolm
Montgomery) and 1890 Penny Post Jubilee (John Davies). In
September, following the death of the planned speaker, Colin Baker,
Peter Wingent stepped in with a display of East African Airways and
8

SHERWOOD PHILATELIC SOCIETY,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA.
A member of the above society attended one of our recent Tuesday
evening meetings while over in Southampton. He suggested that we form
an informal link between the two societies and Eddie Mays (PRO) has
written a letter to the Sherwood Philatelic Society with some details of our
activities over the past year. The Chairman of the society, Dave McQuinn,
has made contact, and is keen that an attempt is made to foster links. Their
membership is smaller than our current number. It would be a good start if
some members of our society made contact with Dave and included their
collecting interests. He would then advertise these, pass them on to relevant
individuals and, with luck, a beneficial contact will be established between
collectors with common interests. If you are ever in Brisbane, and a
meeting is planned, you will be very welcome.
Please email Dave on dimcquinn@gmail.com
Mel Bradshaw…

PRESS RELEASE
WONDERFUL COLLECTION OF CAYMAN ISLANDS...
The members of The Royal Philatelic Society London were able to
admire the wonderful collection of Cayman Islands built up by Captain
James Podger FRPSL at the meeting held on 3 May.
The story begins in April 1889 when a branch of the Jamaica Post Office
was opened in Georgetown on Grand Cayman, with Jamaican postage
stamps being supplied to enable letters to be sent as if they had originated
from Jamaica.
The islands’ own stamps were first issued in November 1900 (the earliest
recorded date is 15 November) being of the ‘Key Plate’ design in values of
½d and 1d, these being the final ‘Key Plates’ to use the portrait of Queen
Victoria. Following the release of these stamps, further values were
required – 2½d, 6d and 1/- – and these were the first ‘Key Plates’ stamps to
have the portrait of King Edward VII.
(Continued on Page 16)...
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the 1954 South African Animal Definitives and his interest in stamp
collecting was reawakened. Paul resumed his training as a Medical
Laboratory Technician and qualified as an Associate SA Inst. Med. Lab.
Tech. in 1959. He then spent four years as a full time student at a
Theological College and gained a Dip. Theology in 1963. In the same
year he married Ruth, a Nursing Sister and he started work for AE&CI’s
Research department as a Chemical Engineering Technician. At the
same time Paul supported the local minister as a Pastoral Assistant. In
1967 they left Johannesburg and moved to Thaba Nchu, in what was to
become Bophuthatswana (a Bantu Homeland from 1972 until 1994)
where they worked at the Methodist Mission Hospital and School for
five years. In 1971, with four young children and no suitable schools
available they moved back to Johannesburg where Paul worked for
Delta Metals as an Analytical Controller and he also found time to be
Pastor of South Hills Baptist Church.
By now Paul had accumulated a large number of stamps from various
sources and during a short illness he found time to put them into some
sort of order. But due to the demands of family life and work
commitments the stamps were put away once again.
Returning to England in 1977 Paul joined a Christian Charity
committed to working with young people encouraging them to live a
life free from drugs. For the next 25 years he combined work with
pastoring a church, the first of three ministries, and from time to time
expanding his accumulation of stamp by collecting anything and
everything that caught his eye.
When Paul retired in 2004 he found time to review his large
accumulation of stamps now contained in a growing number of albums.
A house move in 2011 to be nearer part of the family and enforced
downsizing resulted in much of the collection being sold.
The result was his current collection which consists of GB, South
Africa and southern African countries together with thematic collections
on Christian Faith and Biblical topics, some of which he has shown at
Society meetings.
By now half of Ruth and Paul’s family of four and their nine
grandchildren were scattered around the world.
Their eldest, Sue, a nursing sister in Pretoria is married to Angus with
three children.
Phil, a Telecom Engineer, married to Rachel and with their two sons,
living in Devon.
(Continued on page 14)...

Beyond. The presentation relating to The Royal Collection by Michael Sefi
was fascinating and a fitting contribution to a special year, as was the
President’s Evening with its 85 theme. The joint day meeting with the Aero
-Philatelic Society was a great success, with a wide range of exhibits and
entertaining commentary. The pub lunch was also excellent! The Postcard
Club entertained us, with again an 85 theme.
John Berridge continues his enthusiastic and effective support as
President. Our thanks to Mike Vokes for continuing to organise the
Thursday afternoon meetings in Chandler’s Ford; this monthly meeting
fulfils a key role for members and goes from strength to strength thanks to
the active participation of so many. Income generation is critical for the
continued success of the Society and to enable it to subsidise visits and
social events. Our income from membership fees has to be supplemented
significantly: most coming from the Packet (almost £700), managed so
successfully by Jack Hindson, the Auctions (over £1300) and the Raffle
(almost £500). The accounts presented by our treasurer show clearly how
much each of these generated. Our thanks go to all those who contribute in
some way to raising funds, in whatever capacity.
Members have supported the many activities that feature on the third
Tuesday meetings. Members’ displays included a wide range of letter P and
Q items, a range of topics for the 15 sheets in 5 minutes evening and the
final November meeting was an excellent way to round up the 85 year
celebration with 18 members showing 5 sheets each, 90 sheets as it turned
out, rather than the 85 originally envisaged. It was very encouraging that so
many took the trouble to contribute. The bourses, silent auction, auctions
and social events added to the wide range of experiences during the year.
The Single Sheet Competition was won by Mike Watts with his ‘Kings that
aren’t’ display. The trophies which are awarded for the Society’s
competitions evening have been reallocated to reflect changes in county
and national categories. The Basil Owen (Postal History) and Gordon
Thorne Trophies (Highest Scoring) were won by Julian Jones, The National
Westminster Bank (Open/social) and Millennium Trophies (Second best)
by Brian Hague, The Bob MacDonald Aerophilately Award by John
Dorrington, The John Stockley Rose Bowl (Thematic) by Eddie Mays and
the Sharman Trophy (Picture Postcards) by Steve Gerrard.
At Hampex the Society Competition entries of Brian Hague, John
Dorrington and Julian Jones were submitted. The inter-society Howard
White Trophy was won by Ferndown and West Moors Society. Julian Jones
was awarded the Postal History Salver and Brian Hague received the Open
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Philately Award.
Membership remains good, but there continues to be a gradual
decline as, although new members come along and are always welcome,
losses due to death and resignation are greater in number. It is vital we
recognise and plan for the consequences of this demographic time
bomb, as, in the relatively short term, it will impact on all of our
activities. If any of you know collectors who might be interested in
joining put them in touch with the Membership Secretary, and
encourage those non-members who attend meetings, especially
auctions, to join. The £10 annual fee has been at this level for some
time, and is very cheap when the benefits are considered. The
committee will look at how we can continue to organise auctions in a
safe and effective way. The use of the upstairs room at the club venue is
a great bonus, but the carrying of heavy boxes up and down the stairs is
potentially dangerous and, with few young members, is causing
considerable concern.
I have now completed four years of my five year term as Chairman. I
will complete this year, but, as indicated last year, I will step down at
the 2019 AGM, when I will also relinquish the post of Auction
Manager/Auctioneer. Thank you for your attention this evening and for
your support over the last year.
At the AGM, Julian Jones was elected as President, John Berridge
having completed his term. John, however, did agree to carry on as
Vice President for 2017/18. There are two important vacancies that need
to be filled at the earliest opportunity. Paul Arnold, who has done
sterling service as Secretary, has stepped down, owing to an increase in
his commitments outside of the Society. He has agreed to complete the
minutes of the AGM and the next Members’ Meeting, but following
that, the post falls vacant. Eddie Mays, the Public Relations Officer
(PRO), who contributed much to the success of our 85 years
celebration, has also stepped down. Until a replacement is identified, he
will continue to field enquiries about the Society, but will not be able to
submit articles for publication in the local or national press. All other
posts remained with the team established for 2016/17. If anyone is
interested (and keen!) to volunteer for the post of Secretary or PRO
please contact me or another member of the committee.
Mel Bradshaw (Chairman)...
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POSTMARK PROFILES – No 22: REV. PAUL ARNOLD.
Paul, who lives at Colden Common, joined the Society in 2011. It wasn’t
long before he became a fully active member by accepting the position of
Secretary, a job he has undertaken with great skill and enthusiasm. It is
very sad that due to increasing responsibilities in respect of his ministries
he has had to retire as Secretary from May of this year although he assures
us of his continuing support.
Paul is an East Ender
having been born in Stratford
and
although
he
was
evacuated to Hitchen just
before the Blitz he and his
family returned to Stratford
in 1945. His wartime
memories are, like most
children’s, happy ones of a
single class room with about
70 children aged 4-14 with
only two teachers and great
fun playing in the Anderson
shelter in the back garden.
In 1948 the family moved
to Northampton where he
attended the local Grammar
School. It was during this
period that Paul first started
collecting stamps although it
wasn’t long before he
swapped his collection for
the first six issues of the
Eagle comic. Not being particularly academic he opted for an ‘O Levels’
course rather going to university. He then trained to become a Medical
Laboratory Technician.
Around this time he attended various churches, including a period as a
choirboy, and after listening to Billy Graham at Wembley he committed
himself to the Christian faith.
On the 10 May 1956 he and his family passed through Southampton
when they emigrated to Johannesburg and it was here that he met up with
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