THURSDAY AFTERNOON MEETINGS...
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Messrs Tee, Berridge, Reeder & Vokes at ease….
listening to Keith Lloyd…
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Keith showing off some of his Chinese postcards...
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT:
1. St Joseph’s Church Hall, Bugle Street, Southampton, SO14 2AH:
evening meetings on the first and third Tuesday, 7.00 for 7.15pm.
2. Hanover Housing Association Community Room, on the corner
of Winchester Road and Hillside Close, Chandler’s Ford, SO53
2GL: afternoon meetings on the second Thursday, 1.45 for 2.00pm.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
March:
8th March - Thursday Afternoon Meeting at Chandlers Ford.
20th March - Auction.
April:
3rd April - Austria & The Anschluss Part 2 - Tony Hickey.
12th April - Thursday Afternoon Meeting at Chandlers Ford.
17th April - AGM & Queries and Recent Acquisitions.
Panda Fairs:
21 Apr - Fareham Holy Trinity Church, West Street, PO16 0EL.
May:
1st May - Visit of VECTIS PS.
8th May - Return Visit to VECTIS PS.
10th May - Thursday Afternoon Meeting at Chandlers Ford.
15th May - Social Evening & Single Sheet Competition.
Panda Fairs:
26 May - Southampton Methodist Hall, St. James Road, Shirley,
SO15 5HE
June:
5th June - GB Revenues - 1694 to Queen Victoria - Chris Harman.
14th June - Thursday Afternoon Meeting at Chandlers Ford.
Panda Fairs:
16 June - Salisbury Methodist Church, Fisherton Street, SP2 7RB.
19th June - Auction.

Tuesday 5th June – Chris Harman,
GB Revenues - 1694 to Queen Victoria….
Over the years the government of the country has invented numerous
ways of putting its hand in the pockets of its citizens in order to fund its
activities. In Britain the first tax in a form which we would recognise today
was Stamp Duty. It was a tax on legal documents and no such document
was enforceable at law unless Stamp Duty had first been paid. The duty
was introduced for a three year period from 28th June 1694 in order to fund
William III’s war against the French. It was so successful that it was
extended at the end of the three years and remains with us to this day.
Over the years an expanding number of items have been taxed with a
steady increase in the rates of duty payable. Most taxes were collected
through the relevant document being sent to the Stamping Office(s) to be
stamped or printed. This was a laborious process and the taxes became
increasingly difficult and expensive to collect. With the huge increase in
the wealth of Britain following the industrial revolution and with the growth
in the British Empire as the 19th century progressed, the Stamping Offices
were becoming overwhelmed by the amount of work.
Reform of the collection of revenue duties took longer to come about
than the equivalent reform of postal charges. However, on 10th October
1853, many of the commonest duties reduced and no longer needed
documents to be sent to the Stamping Offices for stamping. Rather than the
duty charged being based on the value of the transactions, a lower fee, and
often a fixed fee, was charged through the use of adhesive stamps. Thus
was born the first of the range of adhesive revenue stamps.
Chris will take us through the collection of GB Revenues and the
adhesive stamps in his display. Personally, I am looking forward to another
interesting evening both in terms of the material and also in learning more
about a different subject.
2019 Programme…
I will shortly be preparing the 2019 programme – if anyone has ideas for
speakers or activities, please let me know.
Kevin Chard (Programme Secretary)...
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SPEAKERS HIGHLIGHTS –
SECOND QUARTER 2018...
Continuing our regular feature on forthcoming speakers, please find
below details for the second quarter. Interesting that we have two
returning speakers and a society visit in this part of the programme.
Tony is delivering a ‘part 2’ whilst Chris returns with a new subject, he
spoke to us last on Oxbridge stamps and Carriage Labels back in
January 2016.
rd

Tuesday 3 April – Tony Hickey, Austria and the Anschluss Pt 2...
In his own words ‘’I started collecting stamps, like many others of my
age, at our school stamp club in the early 1950s. We didn't get many
letters from abroad in those days so it had to be the Woolworths 3d and
6d packets. In later life I returned to the hobby and started to collect GB.
At an auction in London I noticed that one of the lots was stamps of
the Hitler period with soldiers on them, which, with my other interest,
the 2nd World War, seemed to link in nicely. From then on I was
hooked. I have now been collecting the 3rd Reich Period for about 35
years and have now expanded the area back to 1919 and the subsequent
"Treaty of Versailles", which some might say was the cause of the 2nd
World War.
I belong to a local philatelic society and at present president of the
Germany & Colonies Philatelic Society."
Hopefully many will remember the part 1 display, with much
interesting History as well as material, and will look forward to the
second half.
Tuesday 1st May – Visit of Vectis PS...
Details will follow but what we can expect is a rich variety of topics
from fellow philatelists from the Island. Our return visit to Vectis is on
the following Tuesday, the 8th – so book the day out if you fancy a
philatelic evening, or longer with other activities, on the Island.
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE
SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY...
President: John Berridge (02380 221925)
Chairman: Mel Bradshaw (80785785)
Secretary: Rev. Paul Arnold (01962 712282)
Packet Manager: Jack Hindson (80266431)
Treasurer: Mike Watts (02380 454131)
PRO: Eddie Mays (80402194)
Auctioneer: Mel Bradshaw (80785785)
Membership: Mike Vokes (80262551)
Competitions: Kevin Chard (01489 574834)
Programme Secretary : Kevin Chard (01489 574834)
Postmark Editor: Steve Gerrard (80433820)
(Email : stevesstamps@hotmail.co.uk)
Websites: Southampton & District P S – www.southamptondps.org.uk/
Hampshire Philatelic Federation –
www.hantsfederation.org.uk

CHAIRMAN’S NOTES...
Welcome to this first 2018 issue of Postmark. Again publication is
supported by Rod Baker’s bequest, which will also be used to purchase a
trophy for the Society’s new members’ competition, which will have been
held for the first time in February this year.
This will, I am afraid, be a rather short Chairman’s notes as I will be
away on holiday for the last 3 weeks of February and, on my return, I
expect to be called in to hospital for a minor operation. My Society
philatelic efforts have, therefore, been mainly on the January and March
auctions, and now I am getting ahead with the June listing.
As a society we are fortunate in having so many members,
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about half who are very active in some way- as committee members,
supporting meetings, auctions, the packet and competitions. However, it
would be unrealistic to ignore the problems that will face the Society in
the next few years. We are an aging membership and there are relatively
few young members. It is no exaggeration to say that the road ahead is
very uncertain. To continue to succeed we need to gather in new
members - it is unlikely that many of these will be young collectors;
they are, regrettably, few and far between. In recent years our new
members have often been ‘returning’ collectors, who are very welcome
and bring fresh blood and ideas into the Society. In recent years, many
of these have taken on active roles on the committee. If anyone has
ideas of how we can attract new members, tell the committee. There are
many collectors - mostly in the same age range as our current
membership - who live in the Southampton area but are not currently
members. If you know of any, through for instance auctions you attend,
please promote the Society and encourage them to join, extolling the
value of joining an active society.
Mel Bradshaw (Chairman)…

AUCTION NEWS FEBRUARY 2018...

VISIT TO WATERLOOVILLE & DISTRICT
PHILATELIC SOCIETY...
On Thursday 16 November, four of our members displayed at the
Waterlooville Society:
Mike Batty displayed two frames of the Postal History of Droxford and
a frame of recent additions to his Bishop’s Waltham collection. These
included some very interesting items from the 17th century as well as a
variety of covers from 19th and 20th century.
Keith Lloyd showed part of his collection entitled National Minorities of
the Peoples Republic of China (PRC). This illustrated the large number of
diverse groups which inhabit the huge territory making up the PRC, and included some of their various languages, scripts and customs.
Julian Jones gave an interesting display of covers illustrating the way
Transatlantic Mail had accelerated during the 20th century. This was
mainly by the use of aircraft starting with the Coronation Aerial Post of 1911
and concluding in the 1940s when airmail became the norm.

Owing to my holiday during the last 3 weeks of February, this is a
rather shortened report. There will be a fuller report in May, which will
include the auction manager’s report for the AGM. During 2017, there
were 4 successful auctions, at which over 1150 lots were sold, with a
hammer price of over £18000. This was somewhat lower than in 2016,
due almost entirely to the amount taken at the October auction. The
October 2016 auction was exceptional at about £13000, the 2017 was
over £8000, a more normal amount!
The first auction in 2018 was the Southampton Postal History sale
comprising much of John Dorrington’s collection. Although some of the
material was rather specialised and there were only about 30 bidders in
total (postal and in the room), the auction was very successful with
almost 50% of lots being sold with a hammer price of over £2250.
There appears also to be significant late sales to one of the bidders in the
room!
Enclosed with Postmark is the catalogue for the March auction. This
contains some excellent material, with about 450 lots, covering
individual items and some very good collections from around the globe!

To celebrate the Southampton’s Society’s 85th birthday John Berridge
showed covers and stamps relating to 1932. These included covers flown on
the Imperial Airway’s service to southern Africa and others flown to ship’s
passengers. He concluded with a tribute to the research of the late Dr Alan
Drysdall in respect of the 1932 Victoria Falls stamps of Southern Rhodesia.
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Our members were congratulated by Waterlooville on the variety and
quality of the displays and were presented with a certificate and a bottle of
wine each. Even Len Yandell, who came along for the ride, didn’t leave
empty handed; he won the raffle, a bottle of wine.
We look forward to the 6 February when Waterlooville Philatelic Society
visits Southampton.
John Berridge...

SOUTHAMPTON and DISTRICT PHILATELIC
SOCIETY - Membership News – February 2018...
At this time of the year, as the subscriptions are gathered in,
inevitably due to the demographic trend of the membership we lose a
few stalwarts. Very sadly, as I was chasing up the payment of the
subscriptions, I was advised of the death on 7th December 2017 of
Barry Luff. We pass on sincere condolences to Angela, his wife. There
are considerable administrative advantages to the society by members
paying their subscriptions by bank standing order. However the down
side is, that if the payment is not received and a cancellation of an order
has been made, unless the Society has been notified, officers are left to
try and determine the circumstances. This year two members’ standing
orders had been cancelled, but when the phones of the members were
rung, the connection had been cancelled. The members concerned were
Messrs Jacques and Rixon, so if any other member can throw any light
on this matter, please contact me. We have no idea still of the
whereabouts of members Roach and Evans, who both continue to pay
by standing order, but for whom we have no address. Two members
have resigned as at 31 Dec 17 – Julie Sneddon and Stuart Ullathorne.
Stuart has moved his workplace back to his native Scotland. At the time
of writing these notes we have 156 paid up members, 5 Life members
plus three members who have yet to pay their 2018 subscriptions (two
of whom are currently abroad).
New members...
We welcome Messrs Waters and Montgomery as new members.
Thursday afternoons in Chandlers Ford...
Thursday afternoons have continued to be a success story with the
number attending remaining over 25 members. Debbie Hindson very
kindly provided some special Christmas fare for the meeting on 16th
December, when some of the members brought along guests. The
meeting was a very relaxed affair …….. (Page 16)...

Owing to the January auction, we are still catching up with offering
members’ auction lots, including the relotting of some October unsold
items. It is hoped that we will be fully up-to-date once the June catalogue is
published: my apologies to those who have missed out in March.

CATALOGUE AUCTION PLANS 2018...
The society will again hold 4 auctions in 2018. Each catalogue will be
distributed prior to the auction to encourage postal bidding.
AUCTION DATE:

LOTS DETAILS BY:

LOTS TO BE RECEIVED BY:

Tuesday, January 16th Auction held
Tuesday, March 20th
Catalogue distributed with March Postmark
Tuesday, June 19th
Tuesday, May 1st
Tuesday, June 5th
th
th
Saturday, October 6
Thursday, August 9
Tuesday, September 18th

Dates for 'details by' are last dates possible to ensure catalogue printing to
coincide with Postmark distribution. For 'lots to be received by', the dates
given are the last appropriate Tuesday evening meeting. Please note that,
owing the examination board meeting dates, I may not be at the meeting on
Tuesday, June 5th, if items listed for the auction have not been delivered by
that date, I will arrange for someone to receive them on my behalf. Slightly
later dates are possible if items are delivered direct to me or sent by post.
The October auction is the usual 'grand' Saturday afternoon auction.
Vendors' lists can be given to me at society meetings or sent by post to:
Mel Bradshaw
185 Wilton Road
Upper Shirley
Southampton
Hampshire
SO15 5HY
OR by e-mail to: melvyn.bradshaw1@tesco.net

My thanks are extended to all the members who make Thursday
meetings so successful and I wish all members the very best for the
remainder of 2018.
Mike Vokes (Membership Secretary)...

If there are any queries please ring me on 023 8078 5785
or 07973 696291
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Mel Bradshaw ( Auctioneer)...

POSTMARK PROFILES – No. 21: STEVE GERRARD...
Steve wears many hats
within our Society. He is
Editor
of
Postmark,
Curator of the Society’s
Postal History Collection,
Society Archivist as well
as photographer at many
of our events. In addition
he recently took on the
role of Editor of the
Hampshire
Philatelic
Federation’s newsletter the
Bulletin after the death of
the previous Editor.
Born in Hanover, West
Germany in 1963, where Steve’s father was serving with the 10th Royal
Hussars Chieftain MBT unit. In 1970 the family moved back to England
and settled in Sholing. After attending various local schools he went to
what was then Weston Park Boys School where he obtained various
CSEs and a couple of ‘O’ levels.
Steve started a plumbing apprenticeship with A. Bucket & Sons, but
after nearly falling off a three storey building he found the Library
Service less hazardous before joining the Hampshire Constabulary for
20 years. Since 2005 he has been doing temporary work as well as
being a Lollipop Man and running a small stamp business on EBay. His
whole working life has been in Southampton.
Married in 1983 he has lived in the same house in Woolston for the
past 30 years and has two sons and also four grandchildren under the
age of 8. These together with a Finnish Spitz dog keep him busy and it’s
surprising that Steve has time for all his other interests. These include:
photography (he obtained further qualifications at night school),
military modelling in 1/35 scale plastic/resin kits and of course stamp
collecting.
Thematics dominate with collections of UFOs (Unidentified Flying
Objects), Spitz dogs, aircraft and rhinoceroses. Then there is a perfin
collection and a small Southampton one. Not surprisingly Steve is a
member of the Perfin Society and the British Thematic Association. A
serious collection of GB is a fairly recent investment with money left to
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Philatelic Congress which SDPS hosted. Photographs of Members enjoying
the Annual Lunches raised many smiles and comments, as did stamps and
postal history of other occasions.
After an extended break where members enjoyed drinks and nibbles to
mark the New Year, Steve showed some of his own acquisitions, which he
may donate to the Society’s Collection at a later date. He often spent hours
looking through accumulations of old covers at stamp fairs, and had been
able to purchase cheaply interesting and, sometimes, valuable items. His
piece de resistance is the set of original drawings that Alan Robertson had
personally drawn for the Southampton section of his publication Ships
letters The Maritime Postal History of the British Isles – the authoritative
volume on the subject, which he displayed, much to the admiration of the
members present.
Paul Arnold (Secretary)…

SOCIETY ANNUAL LUNCH…
The lunch this year will be held on Sunday 14th October at The Edge
Restaurant, Dibden Golf Club, Main Road, Southampton, SO45 5TB and
the time will be 12.30 for 13.00 hrs. This is situated in an elevated position
about ¾ of a mile from the roundabout on the A326 on the main road into
Hythe and in good weather offers beautiful views across Southampton
Water with views of any cruise liners that are in at that time.
Jim Rankin…

PENNY RED STARS USED ABROAD...
My new book, Penny Red Stars Used Abroad, 2018 edition, can be downloaded from the GBPS website.
http://www.gbps.org.uk/information/downloads/files/postage-stamps/
Penny%20Red%20Stars%20Used%20Abroad%20-%20Mike%
20Batty%20(2018).pdf
Mike Batty...
11

SPEAKERS CORNER…
5th December 2017… John Davies...
His display was entitled “The 1890 Penny Postage Jubilee” which
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the introduction of the penny post.
John Davies showed an extensive range of ephemera and philatelic
items associated with the official celebrations. He included De La Rue
essays for a commemorative stamp which was never issued and an
invitation card to Rowland Hill’s family for the Post Office Dinner –
one of 6 known. Ephemera from the 1890 Guildhall Exhibition included
the exhibit plan and the Guildhall Proofs by Perkins Bacon of the ½d
and 1d commissioned by the Inland Revenue. John noted that these are
not present in the Queen’s Collection! Many examples of the decorative
handstamps based on an 8-point star were shown, including two
examples on a blue Victoria 10/- stamp.
In part 2 John showed items from the Post Office celebration held at
the South Kensington Museum on 2nd July 1890, including
advertisements, catalogues, souvenir cancellations and examples of
pneumatic tube post. Philatelic items created on the day included
souvenir envelopes created by De La Rue, together with initial and final
specimen proofs and various usages. Finally John showed examples of
the Elliot envelope imitation copy of the Post Office version put on sale
just 3 days after the original issue.

him following his father’s death. Like most GB collectors this is fairly
complete with just those expensive gaps to fill.
Postcards are another of Steve’s passions with the emphasis on
Southampton and in particular Woolston together with The Southampton
Floating Bridge, Netley Abbey and the Military Hospital at Victoria Park.
There is also a collection of Police postcards and he is an enthusiastic
member of the Southampton Postcard Society. Last year his entry won the
Southampton Society’s Postcard Class at the annual competitions evening.
Steve tells me that although he enjoys his various commitments and is
happy to continue with them, should anyone like to take on any of these
roles let him know!
John Berridge…

HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU NEED TO CANCEL AN
ENVELOPE?...

Julian Jones…
SOCIETY’S COLLECTION – CURATOR’S CHOICE...
2nd January 2018… Steve Gerrard...
Chairman invited Steve Gerrard, Society's Curator and Archivist, to
present the rest of the evening.
Steve informed the meeting that he had completed the Catalogue of
the Society’s Collection, including indexing, and he has started scanning
the Collection (5/27 done). Society’s Archives have been catalogued.
He is now busy indexing Postmark.!
Steve has selected items from the Collection that highlight some of
the events and personalities in the Society’s history. Among the items
shown was the QV £5 Orange stamp, a cover from a letter from
Palmerston to a Southampton businessman and material from the 1982

The address is Milton Road, Southampton, but I wonder if it should have
been Milton Road, Portsmouth? So 9 cancels on one cover, can anyone have
a cover cancelled more than 9 times? The cover is dated 23rd Aug, 24th,
25th, 26th, 28th (x2), 29th (Southampton) , 30th (Park Gate).
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Steve Gerrard (Curator of Society Postal History Collection)...

CHANDLER’S FORD MEETING...
On the 2nd Thursday of each month there is a gathering of equally
enthusiastic philatelists and stamp collectors as those who meet on
Tuesday evenings in Southampton. Consisting mainly of those who
would find it difficult to get to and from Bugle Street in the evenings,
there is a spirit of sharing and learning equal to that of the Tuesday
meetings.
The Meeting does not rely on Guest Speakers, but on its members. It
has no programme (except the July Meeting - which is a Summer
Social) relying on members to ‘bring something’ to show and comment
on.
2018 got off to a great start on January 11th, when John Cruttenden
gave a brief discourse on “The Curse of Stock Books’ (they take up too
much room; they hide the stamps; etc) before giving a great display
showing how he has emptied some of his stock books and organised his
early Machins into related serried ranks! He was followed by several
others, some with smaller displays, or even just a stamp or two, to raise
a smile or start a conversation.
Add in the tea/coffee and biscuits and generous Raffle, and you have
a marvellous afternoon of fun and friendship – for just 50p!
Next Meetings: March 8th; April 12th …….. Summer Tea July 12th.
Paul Arnold (Secretary)…

SOUTHAMPTON & DISTRICT PS IN AT THE
BEGINNING, AND STILL GOING STRONG!
While perusing the past minutes of Hampshire Federation to check
when it was founded (Summer 1969) I was interested to discover when
Southampton Society became an affiliated member. After a rocky start
with sporadic Council and AGM minutes, the name of Mr R Mockford
representing Southampton Society first appears in the June 1975 AGM
minutes of the Federation. At that meeting Mr Mockford proposed that
Southampton would organise the 1975-76 Convention. The Convention
was duly held on 22nd May 1976 at Eastleigh Town Hall. The
Convention included frames for the Howard White Trophy competition
with ten societies competing.
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Mr Mockford continues with an almost unbroken attendance at Council and
AGM meetings up to August 1982, by which time Mr MT Saunders also of
Southampton DPS was the current Packet Secretary. There the paper
record in my possession ends. Currently Southampton DPS provides the
Bulletin Editor, Treasurer, Vice Chairman and Chairman for the Federation.
Julian Jones…

PHILATELIC MAGAZINES & JOURNALS...
The following items, from the late Alan Drysdall, have been given to the
Society for disposal to members:
The London Philatelist: from 2010 to 2016
The Philatelist & PJGB: from 1974 to 1990 (with index)
Newsletter of the Society of Postal Historians:
1980s to 2001 (3 boxed folders)
Journal of KGVI Collectors Society:
18 copies from 2010 to 2014
Various Stamp magazines: in boxed folders
If you would like any of these items please contact:
John Berridge (023 80221925.
email: meberridge@msn.com) to arrange collection.
Any of these items that have not been claimed by
3 April 2018 will be recycled.
John Berridge...
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